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BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Prior to the Soviet iuvesion of Latvia in 1940, BERKIS was a member
of the Latvian Air Force. The Soviets grounded him in -1940. When the
Cermans occupied Latvia in 1941, BERKIS and others formed a resistance
group to aid the Germsns. Under the German occupation BERKIS was with
the Latvian Political Police investigating Commuinist activity. 1In 1943
BERKIS Jjoined the Latvian Legion of the German Luftwaffe and in 1944
wes sent to Germany to continue his training. Towards the end of the
var he crossed over into Denmark. In 1945 he was taken POW by the
British and waa sent to Schleswig-Holstein.

RECRUITMENT

In 1947 BERKIS got his papers and went to England as a refugee.
In 1949, BERKIS went to work in the coal mines in Coventry. During
the summer of that year, BERKIS was contacted by a man he had flown with
in the Latvian Legion vhose name was Rudolfe SILARIS. SILARIS spoke to
BERKIS of a resistance group which was poesibly still operating inside
Latvia. He further indicated to BERKIS that he bad some unspecified
connections with the British government and that the British were look-
ing for candidates to fly supplies into this pertisen group. SILARIS
further indicated that BERKIS was under consideration for this Jjob and
that the British vere checking on his politicel affiliations. He also
told BERKIS that the operation had been approved and that if BERKIS
were approved he would be sent to flying school. _

Several weeks later SILARIS visited BERKIS and told BERKIS that the
British had changed their plans. He went on to say that before they
dropped supplies in, they must know what is going on inside Latvia, and
that BERKIS had been selected to do this. BERKIS agreed and SILARIS
went outside to bring in a British intelligence contact. This contact
turned out to be a man called VICTORS who seid that he (VICTORS) vas &
Latvien vho had come to England before the last war and was nov & British
subject.

VICTORS said it would be BERKIS's Job to go to Latvia for three to
six months and then return to England. VICTORS also told him thet he
would go to school for six to eighteen months. BERKIS was told to quit
his jJob when he received a letter and to come to the address given in
the letter. At this time VICTORS geve BERKIS enough money to come to
London. A week later, he received the letter.

TRAINING
BERKIS was met in Huston Station in London, and taken $o a hotel

where he was told to wait for one week while they were f£ixing up documents
for him to go to Germany for training. He met with VICTORS several times
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in London and told VICTORS he was worried about going to Riga since he (BERKIS)
had served in the Latvian Political Police, had been a sportsman and a flyer
there, He was told by VICTORS not to worry since his activities in Riga

had been several years ago, Up to this point BERKIS had not signed any

papers and as the operation turned out BERKIS never did sign any papers

except ons receipt for supplies received before going into Latvia and

that was signed in alias, :

BERKIS was assigned an alias and arrangements were made for him to fly
to Germany in an RAF plane, In mid July 1949, he landed near Hanover., He
was trained in Senns ?noar Bielsfeld) by a German instructor whoss name
vas SHAFFER, He lived in a house occupied by SHAFFER, his wife and three
children, SHAFFER, who was his W/T instructor did not know BERKIS® true
name, nationalify, or job, EERKIS had a British instructor who taught him
code work, SN and map reading, He remained in Senne for three and one half
months.

VICTORS briefed BERKIS that he would go alons into Latvia and said
that others were already there, Three weeks bsfore EERKIS was to leave
Senne, ULDIS, who was another trainee, showed up., SILARIS had apparently
told ULDIS BERKIS! real name since when ULDIS met BERKIS, he spoke to him
using BERKIS! true name, BERKIS still does not know ULDIS' real name.
Since ULDIS previously had been a W/T opsrator, he was only trained in
W/T for three weeks., ULIIS had previously served with the Latvian Legion.

A British case offiocer, JAMES had been assigned to BERKIS and ULDIS,
About three weeks after ULDIS had joined BERKIS in Senne, JAMES told them
that the resistance group had asked for money and othsr supplies,

DISPATCH

The British vacillated in their decision to send the two men into
Latvia and finally in October 1949 they went from Hamburg to Flensberg to
Ekef8rde. At EkefSrde they boarded a German V boat which was staffed
entirely with Germans, After three or four false starts, they left
EkefSrde and went as far as Bornholm, Demmark. From Bornholm they went
to the island of Gotland. Their equipment consisted of W/T sets, code
booke, food, hand gensrators, money and ammunition. They landed in
Latvia near Jurkalne, slightly north of the Rive River, The two men were
exhausted from the experience of the landing and slept most of the
following day and started traveling at night,

FIRST CONTACT

Three or four nights later, while going through the woods, they saw
they were nsar the town of Piltens. ULDIS remained behind with the gear
and BERKIS went into town. JAMES had told BERKIS that his first contact
vas to be a priest, AMOLS, who lived in Piltens, After walking fifteen
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kilometers from the woods EERKIS found himself three kilometers east of
Piltens near a small farm house. He approached & woman in the field and
asked her where he could find the local priest, This woman claimed not
to know, BERKIS walked into town and asked a woman street cleaner where
be might find Father AMOLS, She instructed him to go a few kilometers

out of the west side of the town, Fs followad her directions and found
Father AMOLS, BERKIS used the following passwords when he found' AMOLS,

%1 am looking for my relative SIETINSONS,® BERKIS thinks there was more
to his passwords, but he has since forgotten, AMOLS did not reply as
JAMES had briefed EERKIS he would. AMOLS looked through his papers and
said that he could not find the right answer to his question, EBEERKIS

felt that since both description and the nsme given by JAMES were

right he could ¢trust AMOLS, BERKIS later remembered ¢that the password

to bo used with AMOLS had originally come from JANSONS to ths British
while JANSONS was in Sweden. AMOLS appeared to bs quite nervous and
appeared not to trust BERKIS sc BERKIS decided to tell him the truth,
EERKIS felt thet the British would not send him into a trap. Hs told
AMOLS of their landing and requested aid., AMOLS answerad the request by
asking how he had crossed the Vente Riwer, BEERKIS said he had crossed

on a ferry boat. When BERKIS had bsen in Cermany, JAMES had briefed BERKIS
that they would cross the Venta River by bridge. Apparsntly the answer
satisfied AMOLS bscause he than told BERKIS to gei scme slesp, After a
short nap, AMOLS asked BERKIS why hs had coms to Latvie illegally, BERKIS
gave him a short run down of the reasons why hs waa there, Since they did
not trust each other fully, FERKIS decided to make his way back to ULDIS,
JAMES had said back in Germany that ome of the leadars of ths resistance
organization would provide them with documents and lsad them to the
Partisan group, BERKIS started wallking back to the ferry boat and shortly
bafore he came to the Venta River he saw AMOLS eoning after him on a
bicycle, AMOLS said that he was really happy ¢o see that BERKIS was going
to cross the river on the ferry and that he was just chscking on HERKIS®
story. AMOLS aslked EERKIS whore hs and ULDIS would go {rom there and
BERKIS said they would ge to Ventspils, AMOLS told kim mot to go to
Ventspils bacause of ths number of Russian check points along the way.

Ho told them to go %o Riga and sse a Dr, BERGMANIS and ask BERGMANIS to
introduce him to RIEKSTINS, BERGMANIS®s address was given as Riga, Stabo
Iela, AMOLS pointed out to BERKIS that he (AMOLS) was just & contact man
for the Partisans and explained that he was in a bad position since he was
a priest, bui he did agrese to give the address since he had bsen recruited
by JANSORS, JAMES had also told EERKIS to spend six months with the Partisan
group before going on to Riga, and AMOLS had told him at this point to go
straight to Riga. Ths meeting seemed to upset AMOIS,

TRIP TO RIGA

EERKIS Joined ULDIS and told what had happened, They were both
frightened and decided to bury their material where they were, They spent
the night in the woods, and the following morning they started for Riga.
AMOLS had said it wes sll right to hitch rides with lorries and ¢o give tipe
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to the drivers, The next morming they started walking towsrd Kuldiga.
After walking about ten kilcmetara they ret a lorry and got a rids as

far as Ruldiga., They laft ths lorry in town and asked the driver how
much they owed him. The driver said, "Since you are traveling by lorry
you must know." They gave him ten rubles and he drove off, In Kuldiga
they went to a coffee shep whars they hac a meal, : glass of beer and
bought some cigarettes, From thsere they walked sovth to Saldus. Traffic
was coming in the oppusite direction and approximately ten kilometers bsfore
Saldus they got & ride on a lorry carrying wvegetables. They left this
lorry near the Sesldus railrosd astation. They had planned to take a train
from Saldus to Riga. They inquired at the station about the scheduling
and were told that the next train would not leave until the naxt day. They
declded not to wait and walked on down the road tomards Rigs., After a
while they met up with a fourieen year old boy dri'ring a horse and buggy
who offered them a ride. The boy told them that ths busses ran early in
the morning from Saldus to Jelgava., They could not sleep in any of the
parks or other places in town becauses of the dogs., After thirty kilometers
with the boy and tha buggy, they found themsselves a place to lie down and
go to sleep, It was really too cold to sleep s¢ very early the next morn=
ing the started walking again hoping to see the bus, Finally the bus

camg and they got on board, Thay asked the girl selling the tickets on
the bus if the bus went to Jelgava and she told them it did. ULDIS paid
at that time. More passengers entered the bus along the road. They
noticed that other passengers were buying tickets to Riga. When the
tickets were collected, ULDIS and BERKIS asksd for tickets to Rigs.

The conductress said that they hed requested tickets for Jslgava and

they replied that they did not know that the bus went to Riga. The bus
remained in Jelgava for one half hour and thay saw that Jelgave was
coapletely destroyed. There were a large numbsr of passsengers in Jelgava
who wanted to go to Riga and only those passengers who had special papers
(travel permits) could go.

ARRI VAL IN RIGA

On the Lth or Sth of Novamber they arrived Riga. Since it was the
Russian Revolutionary Day they found the strsests full of scldiers and
militia men., They were afraid of a document check point but did not come
across any. JAMES had given BERKIS and ULDIS s total of four contacts.
The two contacts in Ventspils BERKIS no longer remembers; the contact
AMOLS; he:had «already met; and the fourth contact which was in Riga was
APST 'I’IS located on Riga Valdsmam Tela #37 or #39,

Ths name on the door was ©o be Dr., Guns APSITIS who was supposed (0
bs the son of the Latvian Minister of Justica. Once in Piga, FERKIS lefd
UIDIS on the street and went to the APSITIS address, Since he did not
Tind the neme on tha door, he lsft and went back %o ULDIS. FERILS did ast
want to ehance meating somsonz other than APSITIS,

Sfiull Rl =T




Sal <l RE-T
ATTACHMENT A
Page 5

They now had left only the name of the contact supplied by AMOLS.
They went to the address and found the name BERGMANIS listed without the
Dr. There was no ansver to the bell., They felt that BERGMANIS must be
avay at work go they decided to wait until after 5 p.m. On their way out
of the building they met a wvoman on the stairway and when questioned she
said there was no Dr. BERGMANIS living in the house. In order to kill
time they went to get a shave. While they were in a bar having a beer,
SUDRABS, a man vho BERKIS knew came in. SUDRABS was a former pilot in the
Latvian Legion. He was rugged and drunk and approached BERKIS. SUDRABS
said, "You're coming home from work, huh?" He asked BERKIS for money enough
to buy 100 grams of vodka. BERKIS said he did not have enough except for
one beer. BERKIS and ULDIS went to another ber, had a meal and some more
beer. After 5 p.m. BERKIS returned to BERGMANIS's flat and found him at
home.

CORTACT WITH JANSONS

BERKIS asked him for RIEKSTINS and BERGMANIS asked him if it was urgent.
BERKIS said it was and that he had a friend waiting for him. BERGMANIS went
to fetech RIEKSTINS and BERKIS went to fetch ULDIS. Approximately three
quarters of an hour later BERGMANIS returned with RIEKSTIR3. RIEKSTIRS
turned out to be Vidovods SVEIKS also know as JARSONS, also known as
RIEKSTINS. He came in with BERGMARIS and then BERGMANIS left. They started
to talk and BERKIS told JARSCRS that this address was given by AMOLS but
that something was wrong with the passwords since AMOLS had not remembered
his passwords.

Before departing for Latvia, JANES had given BERKIS a package contain-
ing crystals to bury for JARSONS. It was not necessary for BERKIS to meet
with JANSONS for the turnover. They told JARSORS of the speedboat landing
and JARSONS said he had previously used the same speedboat. During the
Journey from Germany, the Captain of the speedboat had told BERKIS that they
had previously landed four people in Latvia, tvo Estonians, one Lithuanian,
and one Latvian. The Captain told BERKIS that the Estonian who was handling
a Sten gun had accidently shot a bullet through the fuel tank. JANSONS told
of the same incident which he claimed happencd when he was landed. JANSONS
also said at this time that he was sent in from Sweden. During BERKIS‘s
discussion vith the boat Captein (HELMUPS), HEIMUTS told him that he
(HELMUTS) had landed agents during the war for the British. Since BERKIS
was nov satisfied with JANSQSS'’s story he told JARSONS of the parcel which
was burled. _

From cne of his ecqualintances, BERKIS had heard the story of APSITIS
attending class one day in high school wearing evening clothes. When BERKIS
asked JANSOKS concerning APSITIS, JARSONS gald that APSITIS lived at the
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address given him by JAMES and that it would have been perfectly all right
for BERKIS to have knocked on the door and contacted APSITIS. JAKSONS also
said that he and APSITIS had attended high school tosether and told BERKIS
of the incident of attending class in evening clothes. l'hio was one of the
things that convinced BERKIS of JANSONS'e bona fides. C

In his discussions with JAKSONS, JANSORS told BERIQ’S tho,t he was worke
ing for the British. He later said that he was dispatched: ‘from Sweden and
actually was working for the Swedes. After BERKIS gave the erystals to
JARSONS, JANSONS tggd BERKIS he had sent a message to the Brits asking what
JARSONS himself should do about BERKIS and ULDIS. The British answered
JANSONS with a description of the two and it was at this point that JANSORS
finally was satisfied that BERKIS and ULDIS were bona fide. JANSONS also
requested money from the Britfsh. JARSONS claimed not to have received the
money or iostructions.

That night they stayed in the BERGMANIS flat. They had a bottle of
vodks and went to bed. JANSONS said that the following day he would arrange
for another place for them to stay.

FIRST RIGA SAFEHOUSE

The following evening JARSONS came and took them to anocther place on
Moscow Street in Riga, at the apsrtment of one PURMALIS. This apartment
had only one room and a kitchen, and PURMALIS was worried that his wife might
discover BERKIS and ULDIS. PURMALIS's wife was not at home since she was
staying at the beach. JANSONS seid that although the place was not good
they would stay there until they found a new place. They remained there
one week to ten days. PURMALIS did not work, but engaged in black-market
dealings. BERKIS was worried since the police nmight cateh up with PURMALIS
and g0 discover him.

JAMES had told BERKIS &s soon as it was possible for him to 4o so he
should write an 8/W message back to England. From PURMALIS®s home he wrote
his first S/W letter concerning his journey, AMOLS, and their difficult
situation. He carried 8/W carbon paper with him. He had two addresses
to send to, one in Germany and one in Sweden. ULDIS also had several
addresses. Later BERKIS found out that his first letter took only ten
days to get to Germany, whereas the future letters he wrote took two or
three weeks and sometimes longer. In all he wrote about tventy letters,
only about helf of these being received by the British.

PURMALIS usually was not at home, and JARSOWS came every day. After
ten days JANSORS took them to another place and JARSONS said they would
make arrangements for the buried gear to be picked up.

sncom RIGA SAFEROUSE
Ten days later JANSONS took them to BERZAJS house on Zaubes Iela.

JARSORS took them to the BERZAJS house and introduced them to BERZAJS's
brother who was living in tbis apartment. JANSONS told BERZAJS's brother
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that ULDIS and BERKIS were patriots and convinced him to hide the two of
them. JANSONS told ULDIS and BERKIS not to tell BERZAJS's brother anything.
It was here that BERKIS met TALIS who turned out to be JARSORS brother.
JANSORS told TALIS the story of BERKIS and ULDIS and TALIS in turnp who
knew BERZAJS very well, got BERZAJS to agree to having the two stey in his
apartment. (This 1is exactly as told the undersigned by BERKIS.) JAKSONS
said that TALIS was the only man wvho would come to the apartment. JARSONS
left and BERZAJS came home. TALIS introduced BERZAJS to BERKIS and ULDIS
and told BERKIS and ULDIS how to behave in the flat. BERZAJS said that he
was the assistant director of the Rational Theater of Riga. The apartment
had three rooms, bath and kitchen. BERZAJS gave them one of the rooms and
they remained there.

JARBONS came back the following day and asked what instruection the two
had received from the British as to vhat they were to do. JAMES had given
them a list of intelligence instructions. 8ince BERKIS's ingtructions from
JAMES regarding the partisan work had not panned out, BERKIS wanted to get
contacts from JARSONS and go to work. A week after moving into this apartment
JARSORS arranged to have the equipment picked up. After this was done it
was discovered that ULDIS's pistol was missing. When asked about this
JAKSONS said that they went afier the gear with a lorry and they gave the
pistol to the driver. He said they would get it back later, but they never
daia.

They still had to get passports. JAMES had told them they could get
documents for about a thousand rubles. When asked about this, JARSORS said
that he could get documents for them, but it would cost seven thousand rubles
each. 8ince they had only about 15 thousand rubles, they decided not to get
the psasports. Inatead, they gave JANSONS their pictures and be vas to get
them vorkers® certificates for which they paid 500 rubles each. These are
changed every six months and JARSONS obtained one for each of them.

W/T_CORTACT FROM RIGA

BERKIS was anxious to start work but JANSONS was afraid and seld he
could not give BERKIS any contacts or work since BERKIS had no proper docu-
ments, it was dangerous, and there was a possibility they could get caught.
JANSONS looked for a spot to place the W/T set and operate it properly.

Three months later JANSORS found a place to operate the W/T set from. This
wvas on Tomsona Iela and it was from here that BERKIS first operated his W/T
set. JARSORS had made arrangements with the owner of the flat and had gotten
the key. The first six or seven times BERKIS tried to establish contact he
failed. He had given JANSOES and TALIS the call sign and JARSONS arranged

- for TALIS to pick up the broadcast. TALIS did pick these broadcasts up.
About the eighth time BERKIS established contact. Every wesk he had a coutact
from Riga and this lasted roughly ten or fifteen times. BERKIB told the
British that he was short of money, that he did not have any pessport and
that JANSORS was not giving them any contacts and that JANSORS only gave him
useless information. ' ,
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EERKIS was later given another place to operate his W/T set from
on Red Army Street, which was sabout 200 yards from the police station,
JANSORS said that it was very dangerous to get information, and it was
dangerous to ask his friends to get information.

After four months in PERZAJS' flat, BERZAJS said that he had to go
to lemingrad for about six months, '.l‘hoy told TALIS and got TALIS to
get PBERZAJS to agree to let them stay on. BEERKIS told JANSONS that it
was not safe to keep all the equipment in the same place. JANSONS
replied that 1t was very difficult to get safehouses and spartments,
JANSONS claimed that BERZAJS' flat was a good one and he requested
BERKIS not to worry. He said that many Red Army officers lived on
this street and that there are no night patrols,

BERKIS ATTEMPTS TO GET HIS OWN SAFEHOUSE

‘ BERKIS was worried because JANSONS had wide contacts, BERKIS
wanted a safehouse in case of emergency and since JANSONS would not
help him with it he decided to contact his mother's sister - an aunt
of his in Riga, Hs aunt's nams was Emilije JAUNALXSNIS, her address
is Dsirnavu Iela, JAMES had not told BERKIS that he could not contact
any friends or relatives so that he fslt that he could do this, He
knew the shop where his aunt worked, so he went to the address and
fourd that it was no longer there,

" Christmas Eve of 1950 he went to visit his father's grave in
hopes of finding one of his relatives, No one came so he made thse
declsion to go to the house where he and his family had lived and
contact the housekeeper., The housekeeper's name was Pauline KLAVINS
address: Ll Kalnciema Iela, Riga; ths old phone numbsr there is,
lalli7. As he approached the house he saw the housekeeper sweeping the
street in front of his house. BERKIS approsched her and started to
talk and she recogmized him at once. They went to her room in the
house and she told him where his aunt presently lived and worked, The
housekeeper was living in ths same place where she had always lived,
The housekseper offered him monsy, Whils visiting with her, he
heard his old grandmother walking around in tho next room but did not
ses her or talk to her.

After he left the houss, BERKIS went to the shop where his aunt
wvorked, This was near closing time. He followed her on ths street
and on to the bus and made contact there, He later visited her three
or four times in her apartmsnt, He did not talk much with the aunt.
She was very interested in her sons in the West ami he passed her
informetion concerning them, - Both the awnt and the housekeeper could
woll imagine that hs was in Latvia on secret work., His aunt's flat
was quite crowded and she was able to offer him no help, He later
gave his aunt's address to LEONS and when he went to Latvie at a
later date LEONS promiged to give her s thousand rubles, FERKIS heard
later that LEONS had given his aunt the monmey,
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BERKTS decided to make ons more contact to attempt to get a
safehouss on his own, He contacted the sister of a good friend of his
who at one time bslonged to the same asro club that BERKIS did, The
friend's name was Martina XALVE and his sister's nsme was Elvira KALVE,
She lived on Valmieras Iela, While BRRKIS was in England, hs had seen
Martines and Martins had said that he had received news of his mother's
death but that his sister was still living in the same apartment,
HERKIS went to this apartment to ses Elvira and rang ths bell. Much to
BERKIS' surprise Martins' mother opened the door. She was past eighty
and did not reoognise him, He told ths old woman that he wanted to see
Elvire and that he was & friend of Martins, She was gquite frightensd
and said that she imew nothing of Martins friends, The weman told
him to come back when Elvira was home., He never went back because of
the old woman, When he returnsd to England, he did not tell Martins
about his mother but HERKIS did tell his own brothsr in High Point.

TALIS AND JANSONS

Once JANSONS bought some vodka and staysd longer then usual,
BERZAJSS came home before JANSONS left and came into the room amd
started talking with them. He opened the drawer in the dresser and
saw the two boxes containing the W/T set. Although he could not ses
what was inside the boxes hs did ase the W/T key, When JANSONS,
left BERZAJS said, "I thought only TALIS would come here. I don't
-‘know what you are doing but don't get me into trouble.® TALIS had
told BERZAJS later that he himself could not come so he had given the
key to JANSONS, BERZAJS did not say that TALIS was the trother of
JANSONS, as a matter of fact, BERZAJS acted as if he had never seen
JANSORS baforc. During their discussions with TALIS, TALIS said
he had been deported together with his parents to Siberia and hs had
escaped and returned to Riga. There hs met his brother again and worked
in the resistance. 'TALIS said further that nothing bad could happen
to him, only that he could be sent back to Siberia, He said that he
had buried his mother in Siberia after she had died of typhus, He
said that peopls were afraid to belp him so he had to dig the grave -
himself, and that he was very weak, He had to pull her to the grave
and bury her without a coffin, He was 11l himself and still has scars
on his legs to show for his experiences in Siberia,

A short time later EERKIS received a message from British that they
would send more money and asked EERKIS for an address to send it to.
JARSONS arranged with BERKIS to send the address of the place where he
had his W/T set on Tomsona Iela. JANSONS wrote on a piece of paper a
1list of vegetables and fruits, He tore this piece of paper in half
giving one part to BERKIS and ths other part to the man in Tomsona Iela.
After a while the contact at Tomsona Iela said that something had gons
wrong with the courier and that he did not knew whether the courier had
gotten caught or what had happened to him, This turned out to be the
courier with the package, Quite a while later after BERKIS had joined
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the Partisare in the woods the British asked him via W/T for a new
address to deliver a package to, but JANSONS naver gave him another
address, '

Located as they were in Riga, FERKIS and ULDIS ran out of money
snd found that they could not operate. JANSONS said that he would try
to contact the Partisan leadsr and arrange for BERKIS and ULDIS to
Join the Partisans in the forest,

Shortly after JANSONS met with a man known as MAKSIS and arranged
for BERKIS to meet MAKSIS in a publie park in Riga. ULDIS did not
want to come to this meeting since he was afraid to travel without
docunents. HERKIS met MAKSIS in the park and JANSONS introduced them
and left, MAKSIS seemed to be very happy to see HERKIS and to have
established contact with the West. He said that he would have BERKIS
Join one of his best Partisan groupe, He emphasized that the main
thing was that the Partisan groups ars the only armed power in the
resistance and that they must look after thase people to help them
surviw until the right moment arrives, MAKSIS said that they must
be extremely careful with BERKIS* W/T sets since it might be dangerous
for the group. He told BERKIS about the discipline and that BERKIS
and ULDIS must do as the leader of the group commands. He further
instructed BEERKIS that he must use his W/T set as little as possible.

MAKSIS said that he would arrangs for the journsy to join the Partisan
and that he would accompany them, DBefore he left he said that JANSONS
would inform HERKIS and ULDIS later of thsir instructions, Ten to
fifteen minutes later EBERKIS met JANSONS once egain. They returned to
EERZAJS place and told ULDIS the nsws,

JOINING THE PARTISANS

After a week or two, JANSONS camsback and sxid that everything was
set and that a lorry was waiting, TALIS would help them carry the
- equipment, JANSONS followed them in the street, They met the lorry
and found that MAKSIS was not there but another man was in his plsce.
This turned out to be MAZAIS who was from the Partisan group, MAZAIS
asked about pistols and was told that they did not have any. MAZAIS
said that he had a pessport in case of a document check, If BERKIS
was asked to show his passport, he was to fumble and then MAZAIS would
fire and then EERKIS would fire with a gun that he would be given,
ULDIS had no pistol, They got on board the lorry and hid under the
tarpaulin. No checks were made during the trip, At one place the lorry
stoppsd and the driver got out and bought a bottle of vodka, They went
from Riga to a spot near Tukums, for a rendesvous, They traveled on a
new road going from Riga to Tultums. - The lorry stopped on a road in the
woods, Ths driver got out, walked about twenty yards into the woods
with MAZAIS and both whistled a melody. A short time later there was
an answering melody and after a few minutes the Partisans cams out,
The entire Partisan group came to meet the lorry except for KOHS, The
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group helped carry their gear and they finally arrived at the camp
and drank vodka, The following day they unpacked., While they were
unpacking the W/T set, ons of the Partisans group who had the cable
that went from the battery to the set noticed that the clip om it
still had a tag marked "Made in England", When EERKIS was in Germany,
JAMES and EERKIS had gone over the equipment and tried to remove all
the labels. Once agein the Partisans became very mush afraid of
EERKIS using this set and the Partisan group made BERKIS and ULDIS
walk several miles from the camp every time they had to use it,

The following is a list of names of the Partisan group:

GARAIS, the leader, BARDA, PUIKA, MAZAIS, FIRSTS, KOHS, JURKA,
ULDIS, VILIS (BERKIS)

m COMMO FROM PARTISAN GROUP

The first W/T contact that BERKIS had from the woods he told the
British of joining the Partisan group and requested instructions. The
British replied that they were satisfied they had joined the Partisans,

. The group stayed in the Tukums area. As EBERKIS remembers it, one area
they stayed in mas in the woods near Seme, Everytime they made a W/T
broadcast they made many trecks in the ground transporting the set
back and forth and BERKIS told the group that moving four or five miles
would make no difference since he could change his frequencies, BERKIS
also told them that even if the RIS were to use direotion finding
equipment they could not pinpoint the spot he was transmitting from
that close, The Partisan group later agreed that BERKIS did not have
to leave the camp in order to send,

PUIKA had an old German Army receiver which was not working since
the tubes had gons bed. -He said ‘that before he had joined the Partisan
group, his parents were deported to Siberia. He had worked in Riga in
the VFI factory. After his family was deported he joined the Partisan
group, During his stay in Riga he joined a Russian Radio Amatsur Clud
and learned W/T, He claimed that he had forgotten W/T and he thought
it wonld be a good idea if BERKIS were to teach him so that in case
anything haprened to BERKIS contact would not be interrupted, Since
BERKIS had a pair of apars head phonss he trained PUIKA and PUIKA
listened in on the spere phone on each contect that FERKIS had, He
very rapidly picloed up W/T and turned out to be a good operator, BERKIS
told the British of this and asked British permission for PUIKA to do
the next contact. The British agreed and he worked the next contact,
The British said that he was a good operstor and after that they asked
details of where PUIRA had learned W/T. They appeared quite pleased
with PUIKA. After this, the British sent EERKIS a security check to
give to PUIKA, Aftervards, PUIKA and BERKIS took turns sending messages,
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PARTISAN SUSPICIONS OF BERKIS AND ULDIS

-When .they first Joimdth?arumgmp the group was very
suspicious of BERKIS and ULDIS,. Thqludorotthogroup, GARAIS,
said that "Although you both claim to come from the West we almost
don't believe it." He said that at ons time in Lithuania the Russians
dropped parachuters to join the Partisans and gave them equipment
sade in England, BERKIS and ULDIS at this nt becams somewhat

ve, The group that they were with never let their guns out
ofthairhandsandmteltmttbymightboam:tmm.
Onos, returning from a contact, ULDIS (who was about LO in 19L49) was
vory tired and fell a little behind, The group had to wait for him,
EERKIS told GARAIS he should not mind waiting since ULDIS was an older man,
After returning to camp, they had some pure alcohol to drink, GARAIS
said he had gotten the aleohol from a doctor friend of his, GARAIS
took EERKIS aside and said "You (BERKIS) said that ULDIS was older than
you, but ULDIS says that you are older than he, someone is lying, What
is the truth?" GARAIS requested EERKIS to tell him how old he was.
EERKIS said that ULDIS had told him (BERKIS) that he was forty years
old., GARAIS had the two confront each other and asked ULDIS what his
age was and ULDIS said forty. Finally GARAIS sppeared to be satisfied.
MAKSIS took EERKIS aside and told BERKIS not to mind GARAIS after a few
drinks., Later on GARAIS bscame more friendly,

BERKIS and ULIIS wolunteered for guard duty but GARAIS did not
permit this, Msn from the group often went to get food and said that
they had a hiding place where they kept the food. Purpose was to sawe
the cache, They never let ULDIS or BERKIS see where this cache was.
They claimed that it was guarded all the time, BERKIS asiked for an
address in case of an emergency vhere they could have a rendeswous,
and MAKSIS refused to give him ons, saying that they would look after
his safety. ,

sta

A message was received from the base tion in England requesting
a place where they might deliver monsy or other materials. Instead
of an address, EERKIS and GARAIS went into the woods to find a place,
GARAIS suggestéd that the British send gold or watches and after
BERKIS and GARAIS found the place for a cache they transmitted this to
the base station, After some time a message was received from the
British which said that they had put the package down in some other place
nsar IRLAVA, The British gave a poor description of the place., -Included
in the British description was e bridge and when it was requested that
they pinpoint the twidge, the British said that they oould not give any
better description, They (the Partisan group) went to IRLAVA and
checked several bridges but claimed never to han found the oache,

It was April 1950 when BERKIS joinsd the Partisans., In August 1950

(during the Korean War) MAKSIS suggested that EERKIS return to England
since World War 1II might bo in the making end that BERKIS should go
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back for purposes of planning partisan and guerrilla action., BERKIS
sent a message to0 the British about this and they said it was not
possible for BERKIS to return to England at this time,

NEW PARTISAN GROUP

In September 1950 BERKIS met another Partisan group. In this
camp he fixed an aerial and prepared a place to fix in a hand gensrator
to charge the batteries, Everyons took turns cranking the gensrator
a half hour each day. One day they heard a noise near the camp while
they were charging the battery. While investigating the noise, they
saw some people aspproaching them, The Partisans claimed that these
were MOB people, Pester, the leader of this Partisan group, immediately
put up his hands, Partisans who were under cover held guns on the
M3B group. The MOB personnel from the othsr side covered the Partisan
group. ' Discussion between the leaders proved that they were not MGB
but another Partisan group that was on the run and who had strayed
avey from their territory,

ULDIS, MAZAIS and BERKIS left the camp on GARAIS' orders,
went through the woods five to six miles away, stayed overnight and
MAZAIS made arrangements to aset the following day,

STAY IN THE GMEWPERS HOUSE

InMObmncmm:andMIears, tlagroupwanttouvoin
the gamelkeeper's house in Zemite, The house was occupied by VAIPIS
(the gamekesper) who was a friend of CARAIS!, The four pecple from the
Partisan group who want to live there were BERKIS, ULDIS, PUIKA and
GARAIS, MotboninthoPmanttonninaphoo
unknown to EERKIS,

About three months after they moved in there, the gamskeeper
brought back & rumor to them that in the District where the British
claimed to have put down a package that the road was being repaired
and that same watches and gold were found. The workers who found the
package argued among themselves whether or not to sell them., The MGB
heard about this and arrests followed.

From VALDIS! house PUIKA operated the W/T set and EERKIS wrote
S/W letters as well concerning plans that they were now in a position
to arrange and organise a sea operation, In VALDIS! house, the group
mat several times with MAKSIS., It was there that MAKSIS made arrsngements
for a doctor (who BERKIS says he thought at the time was not a doctor
at all) to ses BERKIS., Later EERKIS told MAESIS that it was a waste
of time and it was then that MAKSIS eonfessed that he had not really
been a doctor but had some medical knowledge. MAKSIS sald that asince
he could get no real dotor he arranged for this man to ocome,
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It was in VALDIS' house that the previcus gamekeeper had been
shot., VALDIS said that the shooting had ocourred over an affair
concerning -a woman, Some of the belangings of the former gamekesper
wore 8still left in ths house, Whenever VALDIS left the houss, which
was quite often, it was nscessary for the occupants to remain completely
quiet so that they would not be discovered there, Sametimes peapls -
came and knoecked on the door and BERKIS and the other Partisans who were
there became perturbed. They discussed this with MAKSIS who sugpested
that PUIKA be given MAZAIS' passport and that VAIDIS go to the local
Communist Party Committes with the passport and say that PUIKA i3 a
student from Riga whose nerves are shot and that hs would live with

VALDIS for a whils, Mmanttht?ﬂlnmuwthodoornhan
peopls came .and knocked on ths door, = Many of the people who knocked
on the door of the gamekeepers home, were persons who were interested

in obtd.ulng the old gnobepora hol.ong;lm, One time sanmeons came

‘l‘lagroupmontormom. AtthiatimmRAISgotmm
that a near by fisherman's kolkhozse would have a salery delivery,
HERKIS said that he would help in the hold-up but GARAIS said that he
could not lst him do this without permission from MAKSIS, GARAIS asked
MAKSIS concerming this and received permission., BERKIS assisted in
_the hold-up which consisted of disarming a guard and stealing the
10,000 rubles., This took placs on a road near Klapkalna which is on
the coastline nsar Tukums. Their camp was located seven kncmhra
from that poimt, A short time later they got the news that the MiB

was doing a house search nearby and that they had arrested the Militia
n-n involved and they were investigating the incident. The MiB at
that time did not go searching through the woods.

In April 1950 MAKSIS said that he could make arrangements for
BERKIS to return to England, He said it was poesidle to use a fishing
vesssl near Ventspils, During April and May of this year BERKIS had
many W/T contacts with the British regarding this operation and the
British finally agreed to meet the fishing vesssl with a speedboat,
Before this operation took place, (in 1951}, some time at the end of
April, MAKSIS gave BERKIS the address of aome safehouses near the
coastline, One of these safehocuses which they were later to use was
ocoupied by a woman whose Christian name was Silvija, BERKIS sent the
exact location, the passwords and the names to the British,
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- When the British requested safehouses, the Partisans figured that
the British were finally laying preparations for the operation to take
place sometime during spring or sutumn., This operation was at the
suggestion of MAKSIS who wanted money, ams, etc., for the impending
war, After the British agreed to the operation, they aslked BERKIS to
take with him another friend from the resistance--one of the leaders
preferably, He told this to MAKSIS and suggested that he himself
come, MAKSIS said thet this was impossible and he suggested that
CARAIS go. EERKIS was not pleased with this because GARAIS was only
a leader of one of the Partisan groups, BERKIS wanted one of the
higher ups from Riga to go. MAKSIS said it was very difficult to
arrange anything like that and said that GARAIS was the ons man that
could go.

ARRI VAL (l“ PETERS

‘In April 1951, PETERS arrived. BERKIS was sleeping in a bunker
when PETERS arrived and he recognized him at once, PETERS and BERKIS
were good friends from England, PETERS said that his landing operation
was not a good one and that he hed lost a man in the operation. The
others who ceme in were TOMS, a Latviang AUGUSTS, also a Latvian; and
GUSTAVS, who was an Estomian, GUSTAVS vas the man they had lost.

They were issued instructions by the British to part immediately
after the landing, PETERS and GUSTAVS were to go to the safehouse
provided by MAKSIS, . GUSTAVS could not speak any Latvian, The area
was flooded after they buried their gear, They landed on the coast
Just to the left of Kuldiga, not too far from the place where BERKIS
himself had landed, Before crossing the main road along the coastline
they buried their gear near the shore, They had to oross the Uszava
river and found that the entire district was flooded., They orossed
the river after burying their gear and by this time it was nearly
light, After crossing the woods, they found that there was apparently
some activity going on there because they saw a flashlight. They
crossed in a hurry and went through the woods to try to mske the
safehouao. ’

PETERS and AUGUSTS were tired, cold and wet and found that they
could hardly walk, Finally they found a houss and they were in such
‘bad condition they thought they would use their guns, stickup the
occupants, take dry clothes, and perhaps get some hslp. PETERS was
as confused and frightened as was GUSTAVS, The two started walking
in the direction of the house, Before reaching the house GUSTAVS
turned around am ran in the opposite direction and PETERS waved for
khim to come back, Against instructions GUSTAVS did not listen and
continued rumdrg away. This was the last that PETERS sew of GUSTAVS,
As PETERS was wallding toward the house a man came out and PETERS asked
him for help and dry clothes. The house was occupled by the man who
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had come out and Russian Militia man who was not at home at that
time. The man helped him in return for which PETERS gawe him 800
rubles. The man also helped him cross over the river, From there PETERS
went to the safehouse where he met MAKSIS, MAKSIS told him at that
time that GUSTAVS' body had been found and that he had drowned in
the river. PETERS told EERKIS that he had come to Latvia the same
way that BEERKIS had, that is from EkefOrde in thes same speedboat,
Three to five days after his landing PETERS arrived at ths bunker
where BERKIS was. EERKIS sent back a mess to the British that
OUSTAVS had died and that FETERS had joined him. MAKSIS told BERKIS
that some of his peopls in the district had said that no documerls .
had been found on GUSTAVS' body. This was also told to the British,
Later MAKSIS made arrangements to get PETERS' and GUSTAVS' gear,
GUSTAVS' radio and money were found in his knapsack when he drowned.

Before PETERS went to Latvia he did not know that another - o
moistamo group was operating in Riga, :

_ AUDGUSTS who accompanied PETERS and was ona of the four men who
landed with him was a representative of the resistance group operating
in Riga, who had been sent to Sweden in a fishing vessel. Ho landed
in Sweden in a rubber dinghy which left from the fishing vessel. The
British contacted AUGUSTS in Sweden and took him to England, AUGUSTS
was accepted as a representative of the Riga resistance group and the
British wers quite satisfied with him, gave him training and then
re-dispatched him,

TOMS was sent out with GUSTAVS as his W/T operator. People said
that because GUSTAVS was sent out the British recognized that there
was a resistance group opsrating in Riga and that because GUSTAVS
agresd to recognize SILARIS in London as the resietance movement
representative furthsr recognition by ths British was given.

5

PETERS gave instructions to BERKIS that hs was to finish his
relationship with JANSONS and have no further contact with him since
JANSONS was working with the Swedes, After PETERS met with BERKIS,
BERKIS met with MAKSIS in tho gamekeeper's houss, - Present at that
moeting were PETERS, GARAIS, MAKSIS and EBERKIS, FETERS gawe MAKSIS
his instructions, PETERS also gave a lstter from ZARANIS (the counsel
in London) to MAKSIS and everyons was quite plsased, PETERS also
sald that he had instructions for MAKSIS to go to Riga and operate.
PETERS brought 70,000 rubles with him for their needs and also brought
radio type beacons for guiding shore landing parties. He had no in-
structions how to use this equipment. He brought BERKIS new W/T plans,
codes, broadcast plans, and S/W carbon sheets.-
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sleep at all. He wes suspicious of everything eand everycne. When they
in london the rowing team went back to their own house and GABAIS
vent to stay in an apertment nsar Earls Court Station. IREEKIS
t ressmber the address exmctly but he could recognise the house.
re both given & set of false papers. JBERKIS was documented as

\ KROUBRENGS, They had two rooms in & flat that was oceupied by a

sh major who vas vorking for British Intelligmmce. During the night
took GAMAIS out to eat and GARAIS said that pecple were trying to
him. After a fev days the British put him in a samatorium sbout

1les outside of london. dhen GABAIS wes put in the sanatoriun IRAKIS
t to & hospital for len days to have his leg treated. Although it
r discovered vhat causod the parmlysis in hie legs and his arms,
apparently recoversd the use of the affected parts. Ne received electric
treatment for these aud went back tvice & week for furthar treatnent as en
out patisnt.

Sk
s§§§

ERY

i

Egge
5

EENEIS nov feels that GABAZS was pressured mwmwetormsoviets,
and that SIXBAAIS wvas "the strew that broke the camels back" and caused him
to break down. OGAMAIS spent three months in the hospital and was put under
narcotic sedation for two or three veeks and fed srtifiolally. He received
shoek treatments and finmlly recovered although not eompletely. A short
time later the British sent him back to Iatvia. SIMIMIS said that GARAYS
had to de sent back becausa he was the f£irst ons to be sent cut from the
resistance group and the reslstence group wanted him tc come Laock. The
British also insisted that he return and JBNKIS felt that this was a crime
and he would not have anything to do with sending GABAIS back. GABAIS wes
sent back to Iatvie in April 1952.
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bank for him vhen he returned. At one point BERKIS talked to SILERAIE

about this woney and he said he thogght it would be a good idea to send
‘the resistance movemsnt since the resistance movensnt inside did

and

they had not put any momey away for him. His pay while
wvas 10 to 12 pounds a wesk. Although he never received
any of the wmoney coming to him, the British d4id arrange and pay for his
triy to the United States and included expenses.

His training of other people who were t0 be sent into latvia vent
The next operation was to take place October 1952. This one also
went to Latvia. KURTS, Col. EDMINDS, and KONEADS, who was a former
coxswain on the roving team, were all sent in. BERKIS rode in this
oporation together with ALRERTS and ALAIRAS. Tuis trip LEONS came out.
BERKIS made the beach comtact at the same place that he was originally
up. It wvas the same ride from Eke e. LEONS was very happy
boat when he came out. LEORS was sent out as a representative
Latvian resistance movement by MAKSIS,

R8%
¢f

It was right after LEONS had come out this time that BERKIS learned
that LEORS was not a Partisan group leader at all, but rather had been
living legally in Riga ss a schocl tescher. When BERKIS was in latvis,
the other Partisans evidently kept from him the fact LEONS was living
legnlly in Riga. When LEOGRS arrived in England he joined BERKIS at the
school which was located at 1lll 0ld Church Street in Chelsea, London.
They bad a wvhole house to themselves.

Buring LEONS stay in England, they received a message that the
Estonian LEZCRDEE vas eaught by the Russians in January 1953 and they
aummmw:mczuwapt. This MEEKIS learnsd from SILERAIS.
After this, JOHN ceme to BERKIS and seid that something vas wromg and he
414 mot wvant BERKIS going to the corner pub or leaving the houae. However,
the house was not changed. SILERAIS finally got JORN to put LEONS in the
Rpyal Eotel in London. The others remmined in the house. After a week
found a different apartment for LEORS and BERKIS. This apartment
located at 126 Sloan Street in Chelses, London. Bvery dat LECES vent
to learn Kaglish in the morning. BERKIS' duties were to teach LBONS W/T.
Others taught LEONS /W, veapons, etc. HKis training was considered very
€004 and he also was given field problems.

LEOES said that he knew MAKSIB very well., IMANTA was one of the
sigmars of & letter vhich MAKSIS had also signed and had been sent out
to the British. IMANTA was otic of the brains of the resistance movement

and SILERAIS sald he knev IMANTA well and seid that he bad been a high
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groups would follow in case of war. It included the pick up of pilots
who hed been shot down, the arrangement of agent networks, and plans on
the politics of Latvia after Latvia was liberated., The British vere
included in these discusalons. They resched agreomsnts in pringipal that
all the power would be in the hands of the Partisun groups until the
refugess returned from other gountries and it became possible to eleot
another government. They all agreed that ZARINS would bs the assistant
president until eleation. They signed an agreement with the Aritish, to
this effeat, vith ZARINS, LEONS, SILERAIS, and "UNCLE,” who wes the BIN
Chief, also signing. These plans vere sent in vith LEONS when he went
back in. HEERXIS assisted in writing this document.

A short time after LEONS discussion with ZARINS and the others, he
was sent to the American jump school (sis). It was also about this same
time thet SILERELS told BERKIS that the British wanted to resch an agree-
ment vith the Americans and that ALBANIS was sent to the American trainimg
center in London (sic) together with ap umknown Lithuanian. ALBANIS, LEONS
snd the Lithuanian were supposed to be dropped into Latvia via air. In
order to agscount for his year in England, LBONS' cover story was to be that
he vas avay to Moscow for studies for the year. LEONS' vife wes still in
Latvia. Originally LERONS had only wanted to sigy for six monthas. SILERAIS
said that the Americens were not in & position to drop supplies utilizing
the beason, but were ocaly able to fly into s certain district and drop
supplies in their own feshicn. BILERAIS felt that this was not a good
ides since they could get caught doing it. He folt that the safest
operstion vas a sea operation. A measage was sent to MAKSIS asking his
opinion. His anaver waa that the air operations wers not good since they
night be quéte dangerous., LEONS was still very amxious to get back inm.
"URCLE" had told him that there vere other ways to get back.

SILERAIS told BEAKIS that they could not reach egreement for working
for the Americans. Kowever, SILERAIS sent RUMBA, fou (2 dentist) to the
American Consulate to ask for aid since he feolt that the British might not
be telling the truth and that they were not gestting enough woney and support
from the Nnglish. Finally, SILERAIS to0ld BERKIS that the English said that
the Americans wanted only to give money and to do no work leaving all the
support mechanism to the Bnglish and that the Americans wanted to receive the

entire take.

 BERKIS advised LEONS not to return to Latvia via an air operation or

overland through Finland or Qermany, but only to utilize the ses operation.
On 11 Septemder 1953 LEONS vent beck to Latvia vith ALBANIS the Lithuanian,
and ALBERYS the Batonian., Olit of Latvia came HUGO, the Latvian. BRERKIS was
again on the rowing team acting as couswain. They utilised the same landing
place they hed previously. When BERKIS went in on the shore to get HUGO out,
he met with FIRSTS wvho told BERKIS that HUGO was mentally sick and to be very
careful,. As a matter of fact, HUGO 41d become mentally sisk and was sent to
a mental institution. He was there for two or three months. HUQO had spemt
all his time in Latvia with the Partisan greup. Although HUGO 4id uot appesr
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to be extremely ill, he had the same symptoms that GARAIS had previously.
For example, he tried to get & gun on the boat. After HUOO came out of
the mental institution in England, the British sent him to a veterans
training sehool in order to learn a trade. Following this training he got
a job and 414 not engage in intelligence work any longer. PEERS was also
sent to training at the vetsrans school and he got a Job later as &
draftsman.

GRAUDINS, a former latvian air foree captain and former aquadron
leadsr during the war, arranged for SILERAIS to ywsruit ANGIS and VALTERS
vho were working in a Latvian silitary transport guard uiit in Germany.
GRAUDINS was also the man who was on the spesedboat on the first unsuccessful
attempted pick up of BERKIS.

ARSIS came from Germeny on 12 February 1953 and was proceeded by VALYERS.
BERBXIS trained them both. During cne of these operations BMAKIS met GRAUDIES
in Eamburg. This meeting was arranged through JOEN. BEERKIA thanked GRAUDINS
for making the attempted pick up.

Some time in Pebrusry KEEXIS heard from SILERAIS and JOHN that scmething
had gone wrong with IEORDEZR.

When PETERS had previously come to latvia with TOMS, AUGUSTS and GUSTAVS,
BERKI8 heard that AUGUSTS was a representative from the second resistance group
in Riga and that this group lived mostly legally in Rigs and that ROBERTS was
their leader. TOMS and AUGUSTS went to Riga when they landed and TONS acted as
W/T operator. This group had no gonmnections whatsoever with the MANBIS or IMANTA
organization. They had their own equipment, radios eta. Om 25 November 1952
& message vas received that a W/T operator named TOMS and his assistant had
been shot by the SBoviets. They Gperated the W/T set in an empty house vhich was
guarded on the outside by two guards. These two guards were evidenmtly mot able
to warm TOM8 and his assistant in time. VALDIS during some of the discussions
he had vith EERKIS said that the Partisans had liquidated the two guards who
vere guarding the house vhere 70 and his assistant vere shot, that the guards
vere ferelict in their duty. This was part of the operation that TOMB and his
assistant were operating the W/T set in the emply house.

In February 1952, SILERAIS got a message that ULDIS haed died. ULDIB was
at that time living wvith the gamekeeper WALBIS. ULDIS had previously complained
that something was vrong with his appendix. MAKHIS sent the message that ULDIB
died of acute appendieitis: SILERAIS also told BRRKIS that the ROAERTS group
in Rige was asked to go to Rusaia and get some water samples from some of the
rivers where it was suspected the Russian atomic teste were being held. This
river was supposedly located in the wuiddle of Russia. ROBERTS agreed that
AUQUETS would go and get these water samples. October 1952, when LEORS came
out, an agreement was resched via W/T vhere the ROBERTS group would deliver the
water. MAKSIS himself was supposed to deliver it or when LEONB went back into
Latvia the group would deliver it to the group that was delivering LEONS. In
any event, the water was delivered. Much later SILERAIS told BERKIS that some-
thing was wrong or something was funny with the water and that the English
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In the summer of 1955 BERKIS returned to the United States.
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BIRKIS feels that this is his strongest point

imto resistance work.
showing his fmnocense.

to

to retura England,

$ be bad told his
e that if bhe

retara but to live
since many

tish
to
Mexico

_mu

ter from
He the Wi

mmmz&mmmm
He mumtiomed cnly his old Aunt and his grandmother ia Latvia, therefore
the NIB had no coatrol over him.

In 1955 EERKIS received a lat
1llagally in the United States, or perhays go

was guilty his brother would have advised him )
other people have dome the same thing.

thet everything was fiaished.
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LATVIARG: ULDIS, 70M8, KURTS, BERNARDS.
LITEUANIARS: MAIKS, ALBINAS, ANTONG, KOMRADE.

ESTONIANS: OUSTAVS, OTTO, HANSS, NARY (wemt in on the last BODIACA oper-
stion), PETRR, DEQHINE.

POINIS INDICATING RIS CONTROL OF THE OPERATION:

: 1. JANSONS had too memy contasts. This is the resson that BERKIS
attempted to see his aunt so that be eould find a safehouse for himself,

8o 2o ome in the organization would know where he vas hidden.

2. JANSONS knew t00 mamy names. These imcluded (a) ANCES - a Priest
in Piltene; (b) APBITIS - som of the latvian Minister of Justice; (e) Dr.
" BERGMANIS - vhose address was given by ANGLS to NERKIS; (4) PURMALIS - the
man at the Moscov street address where BEBKIS stayed for 10 days; (e) BRREAIS-
the owner of the flat where he stayed; (f) CELMS - the latvian Pilot who
came back from Siberia and discussed ways of getting tickets on the Soviet airlines
and overpovering the pilot and them foreing the plane to fly to Sweden; (g)
TOMDCNA iela - W/T safehouse; (h) Red Army Street - W/? safehiouse gz) JARSONS
own W/T place; (J) tbe drivers who fetched the buried equipment; Ik MAKBIS -;
(1) the girls in Riga, whom JAMSORS had taken ULDIS and BERKIS to see; (m)
mw-m1mmbmtumtorm;(n)m-m
brother; (o) JARSONS seid that he could get passports for 7,000 rubles apiece
(that JANGCHS was after their money).

3. MAKBIS issuesd BERKIS ths Simeiser (sten-gun). BERKIS took this
gun apart piece by pisce and found that the firing pin was brokem. When

requested JURKA fizally fixed it.

k. Opposite the flat where BERKIS had stayed in NERZAIS's house there
lived a popular Latvian sctor, BRIEDITIS. This wan starred in many shows.

5. IERZAIS bhad changed his name. His mame was WINTER. When he leoft
for Leningred, BDERKIS ahecked the spertamnt over, unlocked his drawvers and
found papers showing that he hed changed his mame. During the German cssu-
paticn he had evidently been playing around with the Soviets and the papers
proved that he had deen dencunsed. RERKIS found a Russian medal in his
drawer whish had Deen awarded to BEREAIS. BERKIS's suspicions were aot
completealy aroused at that time since BERZAIS was an assistant dirvector.

6. During his stay in the VWinter camp, before PETERS arrived in Latvia,
MAZAIS mentionsd to BERKIS that they ware Just wasting time and that DERKIS

mist send a message to the British that they 4@
®ud supplies in by plane.
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BERKIS feels that this shows that they wers anxious to get things moving.
7

. Vaen BERKIB first met NMAKBIB in the park there was a Russian police-
man banging around. NERKIB told NAKEIZ that he 4ida’t like 1t and MAXKBIS

8. When the first expedition to return BENKIS to Bugland failed smd
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The following list of deseriptions was provided by BEAKIS:
% fisherman .- About 60 years old, 5°'5", thin frame, weather besten fasce,

T ~ 181-183 om., 30 to 35 yemrs old at the time, dark blond hair,
bearing, s with an air of authority, was alwys strong and
straight forwerd, 190 lbs. BERKIS's comment about NAKEIS was that he was
sorry that MAKSIS was o8 the wrong side. *\
hletic

%» 170 om. 26 years ol4, brown hair, brown eyes, stroog at
, 160-1T0 pounds. ,

oval face, pounch, over 200 to 220 pounds.

FIRETS - 170 om., 28 to 30 years old, dark brown hair, long face, brown

s trdinrnan
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oyes, quisk movements, eyes always moving, happy disposition, always
good in & tough situation., 160 pounds.

MAZAIS - 167 em., 26 to 30 years old, 150 pounds, light browa hair,
Brosd shoulders, spoke good German.

JUREA - 180 om., lnwleopmﬁ,ﬂmeld. dark brows hair, brown
ayes, little fat oval face.

um-mnuwnum(:m),mwmrmmmm,
spoks good German, 169-170 cm., 27 to 29 years old, blond bair, blue-
gray eyes, 160 pounds, heavy build, startismg to bald in the beck.

;

FURTHER NOTES ON THE INTERROGATION:

During his interrogation, BERKIS was told that LEONS confessed that ULDIS
414 not die from appendicitis but he was liquidated while he was sleeping.

BERKIS asked the British hov ecwme they let him return and the British said .
this was the best way to dispose of him. They let him go to Swedea where
went to the Soviet Esbassy and took a boat back to Latvia. LEONS had com-
to the British vhe there that be would omly get Biberia, for

he had 8weden with the fishing
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When VALDIS was in contact with BEBKIS in London be gave BERKIS the follow-
ing address and telaphone mumber for BERKIS %0 use in order to get in toush
with Vm&&f he should go back to Latvia: 26 Agenskalum iela, te
mmber 21442.

The following is s list of dates:
MAIKE - Transferred 27 May 19%2.

DEGRIZER - Transferred 12 August 1952.
KONRADS - Transferred 15 Rovember 1952.
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KOMRADS - Tramsferred to the ROBERTS group 2% November 1952.

FIRST W/? CONTACT - 10 Decesber 1952. |

NEMS thet DECRDER was caught -15 Jemwary 1933.

Nessage that ANICES was caught in Ostober - 19 Jamwry 1953.

ABSIS joined ths school in lLondom - 12 Pebruary 1953.

PEYERS, the Estondan, Joimed the school - 12 Nevember 1953,

ANSIS laeft the school sinee be was found to be incompetent - 15 Peb. 195h.

: The following is & list of names that hes besn used by VINLE BERKIS:
BERGMANIS, NACKVIC, CLOSYER, GRAVA, KRONBENGS, VILIS, ALEK.

The following 1s & lList of names wsed by members of the Partisan group:
m “'m; m. m, m’ ’m' m_’ m, m' m,"'-b.

. ) to aive tb ;
sounded 1like MAR or MIN, he refused to give it under the pretext that it
had nothing to 4o with the present iaterrogation. Por purposes of rapport
the undersigned 4id not press the poimt.

2. JANIS ANSBEROS whom BERKIS hed identified onyocme of the photographs,
is pow located in South America ascording to BERKIS.

3. LUOES lived with BERKIS for s year in Loodom. LECHS came out of
Latvis in Ootobexr 1952 amd retwaed to Latvia on 11 Septesber 1953. Be
went t0 parachute traising sshool in South Gersaxy together with ALBINAG.
ALBINAS was a lithuanisn who was working with the British. The British
sent him to the Americens for the parachute training. Ne himself wes a
trainer in W/T. Doth ALBINAS and LECHS were sent into Latvia together by ...

boat.

4. Waen shown a group of pictures, HIRKIS immsediately identified the
picture of LEONS which was provided us by the British under CELA-1T11L.
He met LEONE in latvis and knew him as a Partisan group lesder. His nanme

8-E-C-B-E-T




in Latvia was VIESTURS. He firet met him in August 1951. BERKIS ldenti-
fled a plature of JANSORS which was taken vhen JARSONS was s young man
still in high school, possibly & senicr. BERKIS also felt that om the
lmmnamwtmmmmmmmtwnmmm
XARSEERGS. BERXIS was shown pilastures of the
fatiled to tdentify.

LIDIJA ANKRAUS, ARCGE/10, AKBIAS/R, , CAMISO/2, CAMDBO/1,
cm/e,m,mmm

E

ERRKIS descrided his code books as follows:

His code books consisted of s mmber of pages, five letters to a
group; five groups to a line. The message was written under the wasbers
and thes the alphadet trawsposition wes scoomplished. He had 2 rumber of
spare books. There were approximately 25 lines to s yage and each book

was spproximmtely 1 imch thick.

Conserning the BROMBERGS oase.
BREKIS's brother in Eighpoint, Rorth Gu-oum, resd the articles om

the surfusing of the agents {n the lLatvian sewspaper. Eis brother's friend
KAKTING was a former sergeant in the latvian legiom who is now lodated in
Boston. This same KAKYINS had vorked during the German cocupstion for the
latvian Political Police. KAKTINS told BERKIS's brother that the article
in CIEAS was regarding BEROMEERGS and tdat it bad mentioned - ' name.
FAKTING told BERKIB's-Srother that the artisle elaimed that KAKY himselfr
bad recruited BROMEERGS in the United States and KAKTINS said that he hed
never et BROMEERGS im the United Btates. KAKTINS alaims that he knew

Whﬁnt&emhhﬁvh.
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BRAEKIS KALYE (Martins)
BILARASS BILVISA
VIOPORS MARCINAYICE (Ella)
was 7008
AnLs JUNA
aarrs ( ) xuxoms
sawns ( ) vimerws
STmANS 7 s
EXLXOT8 ozaL8
PULMALIS RITERS
TALYS ZARTNG
BEREAJS | Dewm
am(C ) DECRDEE
MAZAIS (Small ove) ALBENIS
NAKE1S RINGA
GARAIS (Tw1) ome) ORAIDTNS
VALIIS ANS1S
PUIXA (Boy) VALZERS
KOLKBOZR “TncLE"
EARANIS ROBRETS
s RICHARDS
GUITAYS EPBCA
AUGUBYS FEBANE
KLAVINS (Pauline) FIRS1S




